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Thousands turn out for gas industry job fair
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DAVID THOMPSON/Sun-Gazette 
Allis-Chalmers vice president of 
engineering John Meyers, right, 
discusses job opportunities with  

Rob Scott of Williamsport Saturday at 
Pennsylvania College of Technology 
during the Marcellus Career Expo of 

North Central PA. About 3,000 job 
seekers attended the event, organizers 

said.
 

Pennsylvania College of 
Technology student James Geddy stood in a 
line "a block-and-half long" to get into the 
Marcellus Shale job fair Saturday at the 
college field house.

Geddy was in a long line when the fair 
opened at 9 a.m., "but it moved pretty 
quick," he said.

More than two hours later, he had talked to 
"13 or 15" gas industry companies about 
employment opportunities. Geddy said he 
hopes to get a job working with small 
machinery or as a gas field laborer.

"I think my prospects are pretty good," he 
said.

The job expo was the second part of the two-
part Marcellus Career Expo of North Central 
PA, sponsored by Penn College, the 
Marcellus Shale Education and Training 
Center, Pennsylvania CareerLink and 
Williamsport-Lycoming Chamber of 
Commerce. An information session, held 
Friday at the Community Art Center, 
attracted several hundred people.

Saturday was a different story. According to 
chamber executive vice president Jason 
Fink, when the field house doors opened at 9 a.m., a line snaked more than the length of 
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qualifications of many of the job seekers.

"You've got a broad spectrum of the work force here today," Lorson said, adding that 
feedback from company representatives "is positive both in turnout and what they are 
seeing in talent."

"It's been amazing. We are so excited for the turnout today," said Jess Bilger, site 
administrator at the Lycoming County CareerLink. "We've had a lot of people with 
different backgrounds and different experiences."

"It's overwhelming. We can barely take a breather," said John Ryan, regional manager of 
McTish, Kunkel and Associates. Ryan was manning his company display with company 
environmental engineering manager Charles W. "Chip" Amer III.

"This place has been crazy - non-stop," Amer said. "It's a lull here if it's not 10 people 
deep."

Ryan said an impressive number of job seekers met the qualifications to work at his firm.

"Fortunately, we encountered more qualified people than we expected, so we're pleased 
we decided to participate in this," he said.

"The turnout has been impressive," Ryan said. "I've seen people here from all over the 
state and New York."

"There's been a wide range of talent as far as people looking for jobs," Amer said. "It's a 
great event in getting people exposed to the industry in this part of the state."

Holt said he was impressed at how well-prepared many job seekers were.

"Most of them had resumes with them," he said. "They came well-prepared."

Elaine Zeller came more prepared than most. Not only did Zeller bring her resume and a 
list of qualifications she was more than happy to recite, she also carried a hand-lettered 
sign spelling out her qualifications.

According to Fink, a post-event survey of companies on hand at the expo showed they 
had been looking to fill more than 400 positions. As the industry develops, those and 
other companies will need more workers, he said. Some companies suggested having 
multiple job fairs, he said.

"This should be an awakening for the local people to understand that the industry is 
here," Fink said. "Here are 25 companies looking to hire not just a handful of jobs, but 
hundreds of jobs."
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